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Mission
The mission of the Commission on the Public’s Health               
System (cphs*) is “to fight for equal access to quality health care 
services for everyone regardless of their race, ethnicity, language 
spoken, diagnosis, or the ability to pay.”  This mission guides our 
work, which we accomplish by:  involving our board and 
membership, working closely with community organizations and 
unions, and forming or joining coalition efforts on important 
issues.  Some of the things that we have accomplished and will 
continue to pursue:



Accomplishments
CPHS has organized over 20 community meetings and forums around a range 
of access to health care issues, in almost every borough and focused on low-
income immigrant and communities of color.   Two Immunization Clinics 
(Bronx and Queens) were saved from being closed by the NYC Department of 
Health. 



Labor and Delivery Services will re-open at North Central Bronx Hospital. We 
have established and co-led and strong coalition with North West Bronx 
Community and Clergy Coalition, New York Lawyers for the Public Interest, 
Women Organizing Neighborhoods, North West Community Power, Choices in 
Child Birth, NYSNA, DC 37, Doctor’s Council, Bronx Community Board No. 7, 
City Council Member’s Ritchie Torres and Steve Cohen’s office, and an 
ethnically and racially diverse group of mothers and fathers, and residents. 
We had three successful public forums turning out all together over 400 
people.  We had a rocky start with HHC and the North Central Bronx Network, 
but now we are moving towards the right direction.   A joint working group 
with HHC and the NCB administration has been formed to plan out the re-
opening of L&D. This includes a community outreach committee. 



We conducted a short survey of state contracted community-
based Navigators.  The Navigators help individuals, families, and 
small businesses shop for and enroll in health insurance 
coverage offered in the new market place called the New York 
State of Health. We are currently analyzing the survey responses. 



Because of our organizing with the Save Our Safety-net 
Campaign (SOS-C), a Disparities Committee was set up for the 
second round of the Governor’s Medicaid Redesign Team (MRT).   
Eight of the 16 members appointed to this committee were 
recommended by CPHS and SO-C.   In addition, the State created 
a new office headed by an Associate Commissioner of Minority 
Health and Health Disparities Prevention.



All because of our donors, community and labor partners, we 
are...over 200 people attended our Mayoral Forum on Public 
Health, which was sponsored by more than 20 groups. A policy 
paper was developed that detailed 

Important Public Health Issues. More information about the 
issue paper and the forum can be found at:

www.wewantapublichealthmayor2013.wordpress.com



CPHS has grown the membership of The People’s Budget Coalition for Public 
Health. We now have 10 more organizations that have joined; making it a 
total of 35 coalition members. Our message has broaden too.  We have 
expanded the mission of preserving and expanding our city's public health 
programs and services to making part of our central mission to need for local 
community health planning. We believe strongly that health is impacted by 
the conditions in which people are born, grow, live, work, play, and age; 
circumstances that are highly influenced by the distribution of money, power 
and resources.  Over $25 million dollars of cuts were restored in the FY14 City 
Budget to vital health programs and services for children and families and 
people with chronic illnesses. 



After the closing of St. Vincent’s Hospital, we joined the St. Vincent’s Community 
Health Assessment Task Force, Our role was to ensure that the voices of low-income 
and communities of color were heard in the process by, both developing a survey and 
by working with the tenants of NYCHA’s Fulton Houses to collect and disseminate the 
findings.  With several organizations and unions, we are organizing a campaign to 
address the lack of meaningful community involvement and input in decisions made 
to close health care facilities. We are also trying to create a solution to address the 
state ‘s failure in the past to replace the critical life-saving services provided by those 
facilities or even to formulate a plan to do so These closures do not stem from any 
planned efforts to improve health care for New Yorkers, but from financial and 
political pressures--often resulting in the City-approved transfer of hospital property to 
private developers. We have made progress in catching the attention of City Council 
members around the issue of community health planning to address health disparities 
and establish democratic local control of our public health resources. 



New York State has a troubling history in the spending priorities, 
transparency, and accountability in how federal Medicaid Waiver dollars 
are used. In every case, grassroots efforts have been made to require 
greater transparency and legislative/public involvement. In this new 
round of a Waiver extension, we did see some success from those past 
efforts. There are some critical mechanisms in place and opportunities 
for community input in how dollars are intended for the safety-net is 
going to be distributed. The fight is not over; we have to still galvanize 
support to improve the key terms and conditions of this Waiver. 



We were able to temporarily stop HHC’s plan to privatize 

dialysis services of four New York City HHC hospitals, 

Harlem Hospital, Kings County Hospital, Lincoln Hospital 

Center and Metropolitan Hospital. We did this by joining 

with our union partners DC 37, Doctors Council, CIR, and 

NYSNA. HHC started to plan, over a year ago, to sell their 

dialysis units to Big Apple Dialysis, a for-profit franchise of 

Atlantic Dialysis. With backing from government data, we 

have made it clear that private dialysis centers do not 

perform as well as the hospitals themselves.



Shaping Decisions Around Key Health Positions 

In 2014, we were invited to join the Public Health 

Subcommittee for Mayor De Blasio’s Transition Team. We 

helped to develop criteria and identify candidates for NYC 

Health Commissioner and HHC President. We are proud to 

have helped Influence and advocate for the appointment of 

Dr. Mary Bassett for New York City Department of Health 

Commissioner.



Mobilizing our Board and our Members 
The cphs* Board is active in all aspects of the work of the 
organization. cphs* holds eleven monthly membership 
meetings, inviting guest speakers, discussing priorities, planning 
collaborative activities and gathering volunteers for projects.



Publications



Voices

YESNEWYORKCAN

childhealth_155

CharityCarePayments

http://www.cphsnyc.org/pdf/Voices_Community.pdf
http://www.cphsnyc.org/pdf/YESNEWYORKCAN.pdf
http://www.cphsnyc.org/pdf/childhealth.pdf
http://www.cphsnyc.org/pdf/Voices_Community.pdf
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Recognition and Gratitude
HHC and Harlem Hospital 

For hosting our gala after circumstances not in our control cause us to change this year’s venue.  A 
special thanks to Laray Brown for making it happen

Jeanette Chow 
For every year designing our gala invites

SaveMor Printing 
For quick turn-around in making our location change post cards

Anne Bove’
For once again working on our e-journal

Judy Wessler
For her advice and commitment to CPHS

In addition for writing the bio’s of our honorees

CPHS Board Members 
     For their loyalty and commitment to CPHS and our efforts

Carmen Rivera
     For her advice and consulting work around establishing priorities and setting a course that 

 will be a successful direction for the organization

Our supporters, donors, community and labor partners
 For all your leadership and involvement in our efforts to improve access to health care for all 

 New Yorkers, especially low income, immigrant, and communities of color.



45 Clinton Street
New York, New York 10002

212-246-0803
www.cphsnyc.org

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 
(Our Twitter is @cphsnyc)

http://www.cphsnyc.org/
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