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On  behalf of the cphs* Coordinating Committee, we welcome you to tonight's 2021 Marshall England 
Memorial Public Health Awards Gala, our 30th  anniversary. This annual event pays tribute  to 
courageous individuals who fight  for equal access to quality healthcare services and ensure a strong 
public health system.  Over the years, the Awards Gala has become a celebrated event in the public health 
community.  The funds raised tonight are critical to cphs* operations and programs. Through the support 
of individuals, unions and organizations like you, cphs* is able to advocate for better community 
health, work in and organize coalitions, provide  support to community-based organizations, and 
propose policies that increase access to primary and other health care services.  This special evening 
could not have happened without the serious commitment of the cphs* Staff.  We  thank them for their 
dedication and hard work which makes this program an enjoyable event for everyone in attendance 
tonight. We  are also grateful to our many faithful sponsors and contributors over these past 30 years. 
We  also welcome new supporters and hope that we can count on you in the coming years.  Your gifts, 
along with others, allow cphs* to continue "Putting the Public Back in Public Health.“  Finally, we 
congratulate all of the SHEROES and HEROES this evening.  You are all an inspiration to all of us and 
for that we thank you!

cphs* Co-ordinating Committee



Co-ordinating Committee
cphs* Board Members

Treasurer: Anne Bové, RN | Interim Secretary: Adrienne Mercer
Nicole Y. Charles, Latisha Gibbs, Steven Gradman, 

Patricia Holloman,RN, Anne Mitchell

Associate Members
Sandra Opdyke, Diana Williams, DDS

Advisory Committee
Chair: Judy Wessler

Queenie Huling, Debra Lesane, Mary Li,
Aparna Mekala, Jackie Vimo

Staff
Anthony Feliciano, Director



Jenna Flanagan
Gala Emcee and 

MetroFocus Journalist and Host
Jenna Flannagan first knew she was destined for a 
career in journalism after following the weekly reports 
of the Muppet News Flash as a child. She went on to 
study communications and journalism at Seton Hall 
University in South Orange, NJ, where she earned her 
Bachelor of Arts. In 1999, Jenna took her first job in the 
business as a Production Assistant for 1010WINS 
eventually working her way up to assistant editor. 
Working in a busy New York newsroom, she quickly 
learned what it takes to churn out a factual, engaging 
and newsworthy story on deadline. From there she took 
her first on-air position at WBGO, Newark Public Radio 
and began a lifelong love of public broadcasting. After 
WBGO, Jenna spent 6 ½ years writing, reporting and 
producing All Things Considered for WNYC in New York 
City. Her work has also aired nationally on NPR. Her 
television reports can be seen on WMHT’s award-
winning public affairs show, New York NOW, which airs 
on PBS stations statewide.



Entertainment
STEPHEN ANTHONY BEASLEY 
IS A CHRISTIAN HUSBAND AND DAD
A FAMILY MEMBER AND FRIEND

A MUSICIAN AND PUBLIC HEALTH ADVOCATE.
HE LIVES, WORKS, PROCESSES, CREATES

AND SEEKS TO REMAIN CONNECTED TO LOVED ONES AND COMMUNITY

ABOUT HIS WORK
MUSIC IS CLOSEST TO THIS HEART AND IDENTITY SINCE 2007.  WITH A COLLECTIVE OF MUSICIANS FROM NEW YORK CITY, LOUISVILLE, TORRONTO, RURUAL 
NEW HAMPSHIRE AND ATLANTA, HE HAS DONE OVER 300 LIVE AND VIRTUAL PERFORMANCES, RELEASED HIS DEBUT ALBUM “THE MUSIC OF TRANISITON”, 

IN 2009, AN EP IN THE EARLY 2010’S AND 15 SINGLES. SINCE THEN HE CURRENTLY HAS A YOUTUBE PERFORMANCE SERIES CALLED SONGS FROM THE 
STAIRS WICH IS 35 EPISODES IN!

PUBLIC HEALTH
FOR ALL OF HIS ADULT LIFE, STEPHEN HAS WORKED TO IMPLEMENT EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTIONS AND SHARED LEADERSHIP IN COLLECTIVES WHO 

WORK TOWARD POSITIVE CHANGE IN THE AREAS OF HIV/AIDS, DIABETE, HEALTHY AND ACTIVE LIVING, AS WELL AS RACIAL AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. IN THAT 
REALM STEPHEN PROUDLY SHARES LEADERSHIP IN ORGANIZING WITH THE NEW YORK CITY COALITION TO DISMANTLE RACISM IN THE HEALTH SYSTEM.  HE 

WILL CONTINURE BEING A CONTRIBUTION TO THE ENHANCEMENT OF THE QUALITY OF PEOPLE’S LIFE AND HEALTH OUTCOMES IN ANY WAY HE CAN.



Entertainment
His first performance was at Lincoln Center at age 8 with the cultural music 
and dance ensemble "El Grupo Cemi" as a percussionist and vocalist.  The 
group founded by his mother Angie Hernandez.  It was with Grupo Cemi that 
he developed a passion for cultural arts, percussion and dance. At age 10 it 
was Hip-Hop that stole his heart. By the age of 13 he formulated his own Hip 
Hop Music dance group "The Body Rockers Empire". Producing Hip Hop beats, 
MC Rhymes and Pop and break dance choreographies that were routinely 
performed on New York and Puerto Rico City Streets and local venues. David 
was introduced to Latin Rock at the age of 18 as the frontman of A Band 
Called Loisaida under the direction of music director and guitarist Edwin 
Pupa Santiago. 

In 2005, David Soto began performing as Daso and re-establishing El Grupo 
Cemi through his newly formed band.  Daso Y El Grupo Cemi is a music 
ensemble that is very diverse in styles fusing Salsa Tropical, Hip Hop and 
Reggae which include references to his early influences of Afro Caribbean 
Rhythms – Bomba and Musica Jibara.  This eclectic mix of styles is something 
he calls “Afro Caribbean Soul” music.

Daso states he is very inspired by his early memories and collaborations 
with legendary visionaries such as Bimbo Rivas, Tato Laviera, Miguel Piñero, 
Pupa Santiago,. Chino Garcia & Armando Perez .  Childhood inspirations were 
Nuyorican Poets Pedro Pietri, Jorge Brandon "El Coco Que Habla” & Miguel 
Algarin.  These Legendary Nuyorican Poets, Musicians and Activists ignited 
his passion for cultural arts and community organizing.

In 2007, David Soto created the “New Village Music Festival '' an annual 
multicultural concert that celebrates Music, Culture and Life.  The focus of 
this event is to promote community activism through music, dance, poetry 
and cultural arts.  Uniting people of all ages and ethnicity to raise 
awareness of the importance of peace within our communities while 
highlighting the importance of children's cultural arts programs.  Daso has 
also been blessed with the opportunity to organize educational, 
recreational, music and cultural arts programs for children and youth on 
the Lower East Side, South Bronx and surrounding communities, taking on 
the role as Community Coordinator for the New York City Housing Authority 
since 2005.



Heroes and Sheroes of
Public Health



Award Recepients
Jennifer Johnson Avril, Director of Advocacy Communications

Jaron Benjamin, VP, Community Mobilization and National Advocacy

Valerie Reyes-Jimenez, Associate for NYC Community Mobilization

Reed Vreeland, Director of NYC Community Mobilization, Housing Works Advocacy Division

Anita Gundana, Co-Executive Director, Coalition for Asian American Children and Families

Jarret Murphy, Editor-in Large, 
CityLimits

Hon. Karines Reyes
New York State Assembly District 87

Recipient of Dr. Mathew Hurley Leadership Award



Jennifer Johnson Avril
Director of Advocacy Communications

Jennifer Johnson Avril is the Director of Advocacy 
Communications at Housing Works, where she 
amplifies a community of relentless advocates and 
works with her team to change the way people 
write, talk, post and think about HIV/AIDS, 
homelessness, harm reduction and racial justice. 
Prior to coming to Housing Works, Jennifer was 
the project manager for Unlocked, an online 
educational curriculum for health professionals 
aimed at increasing understanding and empathy for 
people with mental health challenges, based on 
the work of filmmaker Lucy Winer. She has also 
written about HIV/AIDS issues and activism for The 
Body and is a proud former floor member of ACT 
UP NY. Jennifer recently received her MA in Media 
Studies + Social Change from Queens College. A 
lifelong New Yorker, she lives in Brooklyn with 
her husband, sixteen-year-old child, two dogs, a 
cat who thinks he's a dog, and an actual cat.



Jaron Benjamin
VP, Community Mobilization 

and National Advocacy
Jaron Benjamin is the vice president for community 
mobilization for Housing Works, Inc and involved in 
their nation-wide effort to improve health care. He 
also manages the "Act Now, End AIDS" coalition, a 
nationwide partnership that is dedicated to organizing 
and assisting states, cities, and counties in ending 
AIDS as an epidemic and improving basic healthcare 
services. As part of that work, Jaron (along with two 
colleagues) founded “Birddog Nation,” the national 
grassroots network that helped save the Affordable 
Care Act in 2017.
Before joining Housing Works, Jaron was the 
executive director at the Met Council on Housing, the 
oldest tenant organization in the US. The 
organization’s report, “Tax Breaks for 
Billionaires,” captured international headlines for 
more than a year and resulted into an investigation 
of New York State elected officials. Before his time at 
Met Council, Jaron was the coordinator for VOCAL-
NY’s AIDS Housing Network and organizer the “30% 
Rent Cap” campaign, which resulted in a policy 
change that helped prevent homelessness among 
10,000 low-income New Yorkers living with HIV/AIDS.



Valerie Reyes-Jimenez
Associate for NYC Community Mobilization

Valerie Reyes-Jimenez is a native New Yorker, an 
activist, a long-term HIV survivor and an organizer. She 
learned she was HIV positive in February 1989 along with 
her husband, who passed away in 1992. Valerie surmises 
she seroconverted in 1981 at age 16 several months into 
their relationship when she had become extremely sick.    
Valerie is a Nuyorican who grew up across the street 
from a café of the same name. A formidable woman who 
was determined to beat the odds and raise her two 
children herself. Valerie is not only a mother, but she is 
also the proudest abuela of an unabashedly bold and 
beautiful 18-year-old granddaughter who is the greatest 
love of her life. She came to Housing Works in August 
1991 as a client who was homeless and is currently a 
full-time staffer in the advocacy department. Next month 
will make thirty years that advocacy landed squarely 
upon her shoulders. Prior to that August day, she had 
never even heard the word ‘advocacy’ before. She applies 
her skills and experiences obtained throughout the years, 
she continues to advocate with and for others like 
herself, who are living with HIV and AIDS, particularly 
in the fields of homelessness, healthcare, addiction, and 
prevention.



Reed Vreeland
Director of NYC Community Mobilization, 

Housing Works Advocacy Division

Reed Vreeland is currently director of NYC 
Community Mobilization at Housing Works. He 
is a long-term survivor of HIV who was born 
with HIV and has been cured of hepatitis C, and 
he is dedicated to ending the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
and eliminating viral hepatitis in New York and 
nationally. He is now the proud father of two 
HIV-negative children. Reed has also worked at 
The SERO Project fighting HIV stigma and 
criminalization, and at POZ magazine. This year 
he will be pursuing an Executive Master’s in 
Public Administration degree at NYU Wagner 
Graduate School of Public Service.



Anita Gundanna
Co-Executive Director, Coalition for Asian 

American Children and Families
Anita Gundana holds a PhD from Columbia University School of 
Social Work. She conducts research on organizations, social 
movements, and coalition-building. She teaches program 
evaluation and advocacy to students in the master’s degree 
program in the schools of social work and public affairs. She 
also gives seminars on program design, program evaluation, and 
theories of change for member organizations of CACF and FPWA in 
New York City.

From 2007-2010, Anita was Deputy Director at the Fund for Social 
Change (FSC) where she created and coordinated a number of 
donor-community collaborations and strategic alliances to affect 
positive change in New York City’s child welfare system. She was 
also Program Officer for the Child Welfare Fund and managed the 
foundation’s portfolio of grantees.

From 2004-2007, Anita served as Director of Client Services at 
Womankind (formerly the New York Asian Women’s Center), 
where she managed the agency’s residential and community-based 
services assisting women and child victims of domestic violence. 
While there she developed Project Free, a program serving victims 
of human trafficking.

Anita also worked at CACF from 2001 – 2004 in child welfare policy 
advocacy for New York City’s Asian American and immigrant 
communities. Anita holds a BS in Psychology and an Elementary 
School Teaching Certification from Duke University, and an MS 
and PhD in Social Work from Columbia University. She lives with 
her family in South Orange, NJ.



Jarrett Murphy
Contributing Editor at City Limits

Jarrett Murphy is a nursing student at Columbia 
University and a contributing editor at City Limits, 
which he joined in 2007. From 2010 to 2020, he 
served as City Limits' executive editor, overseeing 
work that won multiple local and national awards, 
launching a youth training program and a 
Spanish-language reporting initiative, and 
helping to double the organization's staff. He was 
also the co-host of WBAI's Max & Murphy Show and 
host of BRIC-TV's Straight Up. Before joining City 
Limits, Murphy worked for the Hartford Advocate, 
CBS News and the Village Voice. He has taught 
journalism at Hunter College, Fordham University 
and the Newmark Graduate School of Journalism at 
CUNY. His work has appeared in outlets 
including The Nation, Newsday, the Daily News, the 
Trace, Columbia Journalism Review and WNYC. He 
attended Fordham University and the London 
School of Economics and has a master's degree in 
economics from the New School. A husband, father 
of two, youth baseball coach and the bass 
player/lead singer in a rock band, Murphy has 
lived since 2002 in the Norwood section of the 
Bronx.



Dr. Mathew Hurley 
Leadership Award

Dr. Hurley spent his career advocating for the health and human rights surrounding the 
delivery of medical services, including in arbitration to enforce physician’s rights and 
also for the rights of patients with limited or underserved access to healthcare.  After 
thirty years, he retired to a part time basis at Harlem Hospital Center to take on the 
full-time role of First Vice President and Executive Director of the Doctor’s Council SEIU, 
Chairman of Patient Care.  Because he was a strong advocate for what he believed in, he 
continues to serve in the Harlem Hospital Center’s Emergency Department and Ronald H. 
Brown Ambulatory Care Pavilion every week.  He truly enjoyed his patient interaction and 
most importantly, wanted to remain connected to the community that he spent his life 
working tirelessly for.  This award was developed in his name to honor those who have 
continued in some way to promote Dr. Hurley’s life mission.



Hon. Karines Reyes, RN 
Mathew Hurley Leadership Award Recipient

Karines Reyes has been a Bronxite for 
nearly 20 years. Born in the neighborhood 
of Los Minas, Santo Domingo, in the 
Dominican Republic, she identifies as an 
Afro-Latina. She is a registered nurse in 
the Oncology Department at Montefiore 
Einstein Hospital. Karines has two young 
sons and has been balancing the tasks of 
being a nurse, union representative, 
activist and volunteer without neglecting 
the duties of her most important job – 
being a mother.
Karines has devoted much of her career, 
both in labor and in nursing, to helping 
others. She has made it her life goal to be 
sure to represent those who need it most 
and will continue to do so as the New York 
State Assemblymember for the 87th 
District.



Accomplishments
2020-2021

Today, the outlook is more hopeful for our city and 
state’s recovery from COVID-19.  But these are still 
anxious times for everyone, and it cannot be ignored 
that communities of color and other marginalized 
individuals and families are suffering at 
disproportionate rates.  We are proud of our 
accomplishments and partnerships and know we must 
do more.



For Equity
= Successfully stopped with Save NY Public Health Campaign, Medicaid Matters, CIDNY, 

NAACP, Consumer Directed Services, NY Health and Hospitals and other grassroots 
Medicaid leaders, Governor Cuomo’s cuts to Medicaid, elimination of State’s Indigent 
Care Pool to public hospitals, and the additional 10% cut to Article VI Public Health 
Funding to NYC.  This means millions of people on Medicaid and underserved 
communities of color will be able to not lose or have limited access to vital public 
health services, especially as we recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.

= Ensured the State Assembly pass A6883 (Gottfried).  This bill will address some of the 
fiscal drivers of racial inequities in healthcare by targeting the Indigent Care Pool 
and Disproportionate Share Hospital (ICP/DSH) funding to Essential Safety Net 
Hospitals.  However, the bill did not come into law because the Senate failed on their 
responsibility to pass the Senate version S5954 (Rivera) which would have been 
submitted to the Governor for signing and finally improve equity in payments to focus 
scarce government resources on the safety net.  The advocacy continue again this 
summer into the fall/winter and in 2022.

= Protected essential health services and programs (maternal and child health, NY 
Health and Hospitals, disease-focused programs and services, and much more) from 
cuts in the final New York City budget.  This includes an increase from 3 million last 
year to 4 million for Access Health NYC Initiative – all done with the leadership of 
our partners NY Immigration Coalition, Coalition for Asian American Children and 
Families, Community Service Society and 31 other front line community based 
organizations and FQHCS.



For Equity
= Won passage of the State Health Equity Assessment Act (S.1451A/A.191A).  This measure would 

require institutional health care providers to submit a Health Equity Impact Assessment as 
part of Certificate of Need (CON) application asking for state approval for transactions that 
would affect health care capacity in the communities they serve.  We accomplish this through 
Community Voices for Health System Accountability, a coalition of health advocacy 
organizations and individuals facilitated by Women’s Health Program at Community Catalyst.  
We still need to Governor to sign into law and monitor its implementation to ensure it’s done 
with community leadership and addresses the needs of communities that have historically been 
excluded and lost hospitals and health services like labor and delivery.

= Invited to become a member of the city’s Department of Health and the NYC Health and 
Hospitals’ Test, Trace and now Vaccination  Community Advisory Board (T2 CAB).  In that 
capacity, the CPHS director Anthony Feliciano became co-chair of the CBO engagement 
workgroup. With co-chair Charles King from Housing Works and many superb community-based 
organization leaders, we have made several recommendations that have been considered and 
time implemented by the City.  However, we need to improve the engagement, partnerships and 
strategy to better reach and engage a broader cross section of New Yorkers and have a just 
recovery.



For Equity
= Planned and organized over 6 successful advocacy efforts that included protests, 

rallies, social storms and virtual forums. Each with turn-outs from 50 to several 
hundreds of people participating and coordinating around addressing structural and 
non-community institutions, and centering equity in the COVID-19 mitigation, and 
recovery efforts.  We were able to get hundreds of educational materials in the hands 
of New Yorkers, especially Black, Latino, Asian Pacific Islander communities, low-
income workers, immigrants, front line health workders, LGBTQ+, people with 
disabilities, and other marginalized voices.

= Formed two new coalitions to address the COVID-19 pandemic and recovery efforts.  
In partnership with Coalition for Asian American Children and Families, we created 
last year People of Color Health Justice Campaign, CPHS, Laal NYC, Mekong NYC, 
Minkwon Center, Mothers on the Move, Mary Mitchell, Justice Committee (David 
Galarza), Urban Indigenous Collective, Alexa Aviles and Isiah Hall.  This year to 
reclaim the space and discourse for an equitable response to pandemics and other 
public health crises and build a public health system grounded in dignity and respect 
that works for and by the people, we formed with Health Peoples and Community 
Advisory Board members of the T2 CAB, the Communities Driving Health Equity.

Thank you for helping make our victories possible!
Anthony Feliciano

Director
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Contributors



Supporters
APICHA Community Health Center

Arthur Ashe Institute for Urban Health
Brooklyn Perinatal Network

Brooklyn Queens Long Island AHEC
Center for the Disabled New York

Coalition for Asian American Children and Families
Community Service Society
Cooper Square Committee

District Council 37
Doctor’s Council-SEIU

Health People
Housing Works

Interfaith Medical Center- One Brooklyn
Manhattan Staten Island AHEC

New York Immigration Coalition
NYC Health+ Hospitals

NYC Health + Hospitals- Elmhurst Hospital
NYC Health+ Hospitals Queens Hospital

New York State Nurses Association
Physician for National Health Insurance

SSEU 371



Individual Donors
Sudha Acharya
Faven Araya
Helen Arteaga
Steve Auerbach
Alexa Aviles
Jennifer Avril
Priscilla T. Bassett
Jaron Benjamin
Elisabeth Benjamin
Warren Berke
Matthew Bernardo
Trevor Bolden 
Anne Bove’
LaRay Brown
Deb Brown
Kevin Brown, MD
Jamie Canton
Donna Chandler
Andrew Coamey

Marielle Ray
Maurice Reid
Valerie Reyes-Jimenez
Carmen Rivera
Tom Robbins
Lois Rokoff
Ediberto Saldana
Ginny Shubert
Deborah Socolar
Denise Soffel
Jaime Torres
Carrie Tracy
Juana Urrea
Lois Uttley
Javier Vargas
Judy Wessler
Denise West
Diana Williams
Marlene Zurack

Cristina Contreras
Kevin Collins
Joe Crane
Judith Cutchin
Moira Dolan
Harvey Epstein 
Jill Furillo
Latisha Gibbs
Devon Gilliams
Steven Gradman
Maggie Greenfield
Anita Gundanna
Nancy Hagans
Steven Herrick
Patricia L. Holloman
Kathryn Hurley
Jane Johnson
William Jordan
Sue Kelly

Gabrielle Kersaint
Charles King
Betty Kolod
Bob Lederer
Debra Lesane-Watson
Esther Lok
Andrea Lyman
Paula McPherson
Adrienne Mercer
Mary Mitchell
Anne Mitchell
Ngozi Moses
Jarrett Murphy
Chris Norwood
Carmen Perez
Adriana Pero
Carol Pittman
Richard Powers
Frank Proscia







Awards Gala
Acknowledgments 













Recognition and Gratitude
Anne Bove’

For once again working on our e-journal
Judy Wessler

For her invaluable advice and her enduring commitment to cphs*
cphs* Board Members & Staff

     For their loyalty and commitment to cphs*
Jenna Flanagan
Gala Emcee and 

MetroFocus Journalist and Host
Stephen Anthony Beasley 

DASO y el Grupo Cemi
Entertainment

Our supporters, donors, community and labor partners
     For all your leadership and involvement in our efforts to improve 

access to health care for all New Yorkers, especially low income, 
immigrant, and communities of color…all underserved New Yorkers.



110 Wall Street
Room 4006

New York, New York 10005
212-246-0803

http://www.cphsnyc.org

Follow us on social media

           Commission on the Public Health System

           CPHS_NY

           CPHS_NY

http://www.cphsnyc.org/
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